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Abstrak: Pendidikan Islam telah menjadi aspek fundamental dalam masyarakat
Muslim, membentuk nilai, keyakinan, dan perilaku individu. Di era kontemporer,
lanskap pendidikan berkembang pesat, menuntut refleksi terhadap kondisi terkini dan
proyeksi masa depan pendidikan Islam agar tetap relevan dan transformatif. Artikel
ini mengkaji perubahan pendidikan Islam melalui analisis literatur dan SWOT, serta
menyoroti kebutuhan integrasi subjek modern seperti sains, teknologi, teknik, seni,
dan matematika dalam kerangka pendidikan Islam. Metode penelitian menggunakan
pendekatan kualitatif dengan studi literatur yang dikumpulkan dari database
akademik seperti Google Scholar, JSTOR, dan ProQuest. Data dianalisis menggunakan
metode SWOT untuk menilai kekuatan, kelemahan, peluang, dan ancaman
pendidikan Islam. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pendidikan Islam
menghadapi tantangan signifikan seperti kurangnya inovasi metode pengajaran,
keterbatasan sumber daya, dan akses yang tidak merata ke pendidikan berkualitas.
Namun, terdapat peluang besar dalam kemajuan teknologi, peningkatan kesadaran
global, dan potensi kemitraan dengan institusi internasional. Transformasi pendidikan
Islam membutuhkan inovasi dalam metode pengajaran, adopsi pendekatan interaktif
dan kontekstual, serta pemanfaatan teknologi informasi dan komunikasi untuk
meningkatkan keterlibatan dan relevansi pendidikan. Pendidikan Islam juga harus
menjawab isu sosial kontemporer seperti keadilan sosial, keberlanjutan lingkungan,
dan kepemimpinan etis, sehingga siswa dapat berkembang menjadi warga global yang
bertanggung jawab dengan integritas moral dan spiritual yang kuat. Artikel ini
diharapkan dapat berkontribusi pada diskusi akademik mengenai pendidikan Islam
dan mendorong praktik pendidikan yang lebih adaptif dan transformatif.

Abstract: Islamic education has been a fundamental aspect of Muslim society, shaping
individuals' values, beliefs, and behaviors. In the contemporary era, the educational landscape
is rapidly evolving, demanding reflection on the current state and future projections of Islamic
education to remain relevant and transformative. This article examines changes in Islamic
education through literature analysis and SWOT, highlighting the need for integrating modern
subjects such as science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics within the Islamic
education framework. The research employs a qualitative approach with literature studies
collected from academic databases such as Google Scholar, JSTOR, and ProQuest. Data is
analyzed using the SWOT method to assess the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and
threats of Islamic education. The findings reveal that Islamic education faces significant
challenges such as a lack of innovative teaching methods, limited resources, and unequal access
to quality education. However, there are substantial opportunities in technological
advancements, increasing global awareness, and potential partnerships with international
institutions. Transforming Islamic education requires innovation in teaching methods,
adopting interactive and contextual approaches, and utilizing information and communication
technology to enhance engagement and educational relevance. Islamic education must also
address contemporary social issues such as social justice, environmental sustainability, and
ethical leadership, enabling students to develop into responsible global citizens with strong
moral and spiritual integrity. This article aims to contribute to the academic discussion on
Islamic education and encourage more adaptive and transformative educational practices.
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A. INTRODUCTION

Islamic education has always been a fundamental aspect of Muslim societies,
shaping individuals' values, beliefs, and behaviors within these communities
(Alfiyanto et al., 2023; Ikhwan et al., 2023; Kurnia & Edwar, 2021). However, the
educational landscape is evolving rapidly in the contemporary world, and Islamic
education is not immune to these changes. As we navigate the complexities of the
modern era, it becomes imperative to reflect on the current state of Islamic education
and project its future direction to ensure that it remains relevant, impactful, and
transformative (Anurogo & Napitupulu, 2023).

The transformation of Islamic education not only demands changes in curriculum
and teaching methods but also requires deep reflection on the goals, values, and
philosophy of education itself (Haendel et al.,, 2021; Irianto Setyo Wibowo, 2023;
Marjuni, 2022; Purwanto et al., 2023; Cape & Jamilus, 2023)s. Islamic education must
be able to answer the needs of the times while still adhering to the basic principles
handed down by the Islamic scientific tradition. This is essential to creating a
generation of Muslims who possess academic and professional competence and strong
moral and spiritual integrity.

Islamic education has traditionally been synonymous with religious teaching,
focusing primarily on studying the Qur'an, Hadith, and Islamic jurisprudence (Islam,
2024). While these basic teachings remain essential, there is a growing need to integrate
modern subjects such as science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics
(STEAM) within the framework of Islamic education (Moslimany et al., 2024;
Murhayati et al., 2023). This integration will equip students with the skills and
knowledge necessary to thrive in the contemporary world while remaining grounded
in Islamic principles.

The pedagogical methods used in Islamic education are often rote memorization
and recitation, which can limit critical thinking and creativity (Hashim, 2024; Osman
et al., 2024). Embracing innovative teaching techniques, Interactive Learning and
experiential education can foster a more engaging and dynamic learning environment,
nurturing well-rounded individuals capable of meaningfully contributing to society
(Bhoi, 2024). The current state of Islamic education must also address contemporary
social challenges such as social justice, environmental sustainability, and ethical
leadership (Baharuddin et al., 2024). By incorporating discussions of these critical
issues into the curriculum, students can develop a comprehensive understanding of
their role as responsible global citizens guided by Islamic values.

The future of Islamic education lies in prioritizing holistic development, which
includes intellectual, spiritual, emotional, and physical growth (Surbakti et al., 2024).
This approach recognizes the multifaceted nature of human beings. It seeks to nurture
individuals who are knowledgeable about their faith but also compassionate,
empathetic, and equipped to navigate the complexities of the modern world with
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ethical integrity (Berges, 2023). Encouraging critical thinking and inquiry-based
Learning in Islamic education will empower students to analyze, question, and
evaluate information, thus fostering independent thinking and a deep understanding
of Islamic teachings. This approach will enable individuals to engage with diverse
perspectives and contribute meaningfully to intellectual discourse (Haryadi et al.,
2024).

The future of Islamic education should emphasize the principles of global
citizenship and service to humanity (Budiono et al., 2024). Islamic educational
institutions can cultivate a generation of individuals committed to serving others and
effecting positive change in the world by instilling a sense of responsibility to address
social injustice and international challenges (Fatkhurin Fuad et al., 2023; Sofiani et al.,
2024). In conclusion, reflecting on the current state of Islamic education and its
projected future direction is essential in ensuring it remains relevant and
transformative in the 21st century. By embracing a holistic approach to teaching,
integrating modern subjects, encouraging critical thinking, and instilling a sense of
global citizenship, Islamic education can empower individuals to uphold their faith
while actively contributing to the betterment of society. As we navigate the
complexities of the modern era, the evolution of Islamic education stands as evidence
of its enduring significance and adaptability in shaping a brighter future for
generations to come.

Through this article, we hope to make a real contribution to academic discussions
on Islamic education and encourage the implementation of more adaptive and
transformative educational practices. Islamic education must become agents of change
that not only equip students with knowledge but also inspire them to become leaders
with integrity and contribute positively to society. This article is expected to be the
initial foothold for further developing an innovative and transformative model of
Islamic education, which is relevant to the local context and able to compete at the
global level. The results of this study are expected to open new insights and encourage
the creation of positive changes in the Islamic education system in various parts of the
world.

B. RESEARCH METHODS

This study aims to fill the gap in the literature on transformative Islamic education
by focusing on two main aspects: critical reflection on current Islamic education
practices and projections of future directions to optimize the role of Islamic education
in facing global challenges. The reflection component involves a thorough analysis of
the strengths and weaknesses of the existing Islamic education system. This includes
evaluating current curricula, teaching methodologies, resource availability, and
accessibility to quality education. On the other hand, the projection component
explores innovative educational models and strategies that align with contemporary
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demands. This encompasses integrating modern subjects such as science, technology,
engineering, arts, and mathematics within the Islamic education framework to
enhance its relevance and effectiveness.

The research employs a qualitative approach with a comprehensive literature
study and an in-depth SWOT analysis. The literature study involves collecting data
from various academic databases, including Google Scholar, JSTOR, and ProQuest, to
gather relevant scholarly articles, books, and reports on Islamic education. This
extensive literature review helps identify existing research gaps and provides a solid
foundation for the analysis. The SWOT analysis is utilized to systematically evaluate
the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of Islamic education in the
context of global challenges. This method allows for a nuanced understanding of the
internal and external factors affecting Islamic education and facilitates the
development of strategic recommendations.

Data collected through the literature study will be analyzed descriptively and
analytically to provide a comprehensive picture of the current dynamics of Islamic
education. Descriptive analysis will summarize the key findings from the literature,
while analytical techniques will be employed to interpret these findings in the context
of the SWOT framework. This dual approach ensures that the research captures both
the breadth and depth of the issues at hand, offering a holistic view of the
opportunities and challenges facing Islamic education today. The ultimate goal is to
identify actionable insights and propose strategies that can enhance the transformative
potential of Islamic education, making it more adaptable and responsive to the needs
of a rapidly changing world.

C. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
1. Literature Analysis of Transformative Islamic Education

Recent research in transformative Islamic education emphasizes integrating direct
experience, reflection, dialogue, and concrete action into the learning process to
deepen students' understanding of Islamic values, enhance their spiritual connections,
and develop critical and independent thinking skills. Effective learning models in this
context include interactive methods, contextual approaches, and integration of
information and communication technology (Harahap, 2023).

The transformative approach in Islamic education is not only theoretical but also
practical, focusing on the reconstruction and reform of Islamic religious education to
foster moral character (akhlakul karimah) and shift individual piety towards social piety
in the global era (Zuhri et al., 2014). Based on philosophical and theological arguments,
this approach is seen as a rational need aimed at maturing the individual into a fully
realized human being through the transformation and integration of religious
knowledge and values.

Furthermore, transformative Islamic education is essential to create an intellectual
climate sensitive and contextual to the challenges of the times, continuously based on
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the awareness of divinity as the reality and true purpose of human life (Hilal, 2012).
This educational paradigm is essential to respond to the social changes brought about
by globalization, aiming for excellence reflected in all aspects of life and based on the
principles of liberalization, humanization, and transcendence (Subairi, 2015). In short,
significant developments in transformative Islamic education involve holistic
approaches that combine theoretical depth with practical application, fostering
intellectual and spiritual growth in learners to better respond to contemporary societal
challenges.

2. Challenges, Open Questions, and Opportunities for Transformative Islamic

Education

The field of transformative Islamic education faces significant challenges and open
questions, especially around integrating spiritual and social dimensions in a global
context and the practical application of transformative educational principles.
However, it also presents several opportunities for development and improvement
(Harahap, 2023; Zuhri et al.,, 2014), namely (1) Curriculum development, namely
refining the curriculum to include a more interactive and contextual approach that
integrates information and communication technology can make Islamic education
more relevant and exciting for students (Harahap, 2023); (2) Leadership and
institutional change, ie. implementing transformative leadership in Islamic
educational institutions can significantly improve the image of society and making it
essential in the development of knowledge (Mumtaz, 2021; Winarni &; Irwanto, 2020);
(3) Social and Spiritual Integration: There is an opportunity to develop an educational
model that not only focuses on spiritual growth but also answers social problems, thus
fulfilling the transformative potential of Islamic education (Nurdin, 2013); (4) Critical
and reflective thinking, i.e. encouraging critical and independent thinking among
students through transformative educational practices can help foster a better Muslim
community intellectually vibrant (Hilal, 2012); and (5) Global responsiveness, which
adapts Islamic education in order to better respond to global changes and challenges,
thus ensuring that education remains relevant and effective in achieving its
educational goals (Dwi &; Maskuri, 2023).

3. SWOT Analysis towards Transformative Islamic Education

SWOT analysis is vital in shaping transformative Islamic education by evaluating
internal strengths and weaknesses and external opportunities and threats (Halim et al.,
2023; Wahyudi, 2023). Strategic policies in Islamic educational institutions vary,
including labels, objectives, proposals, decisions, authorizations, programs, outputs,
outputs, theories, and processes (Paramansyah & Wicaksono, 2022). Effective
strategies are essential for Islamic educational institutions to adapt to societal changes,
offer quality services, and encourage innovation (Amet & Kurnia, 2023).
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Transformational Islamic educational institutions that are entrepreneurship-oriented
aim to nurture successful entrepreneurs and empower society through skill
development and knowledge acquisition (Sholeh et al., 2023). By leveraging SWOT
analysis and strategic policies, Islamic educational institutions can navigate challenges,
seize opportunities, and drive transformative change in education to meet the evolving
needs of society.

Table 1. SWOT Analysis towards Transformative Islamic Education

No. Analysis Analysis Results
Aspect

1. Comprehensive Teachings: Islamic education covers various
aspects of life.

2. Spiritual Values: Islamic education emphasizes spiritual
development.

3. Rich History and Traditions: Have a long history and significant
contributions to science and culture.

4. Solid Community: Attachment within the community provides
strong social support.

1. Lack of Innovation: Getting stuck in traditional teaching methods.

2. Resource Limitations: Financial and material resources are often
limited.

2 Kelemahan 3. Limited Access: Access to quality education is still limited in rural
and remote areas.

4. Lack of Teacher Training: Lack of training programs for teachers
to develop effective and engaging teaching methods.

1. Technology and Digitalization: Technological advancements open
up great opportunities for e-learning and digital resources.

2. Partnership and Collaboration: Opportunities for cooperation
with international educational institutions and the private sector.

3. Increased Global Awareness: Global interest in cross-cultural and
religious understanding is growing.

4. Increased Education Investment: The focus of governments and
international organizations on investment in the education sector.

1. Extremism and Radicalism: Threats from extremist groups that can
tarnish the image of Islamic education.

2. Damaging Globalization: The negative influence of globalization
can erode traditional values and cultural identity.

3. Global Competition: Must contend with an increasingly advanced
global education system.

4. Policy Change: Unsupportive government policies may restrict the
development of Islamic education.

1 Strength

3 Peluang

4 Ancaman

4. Reflection and Projection of the Direction of Islamic Education

Reflection in Islamic education involves self-assessment and improvement
(Purwanto et al., 2023). It emphasizes integrating various approaches, such as
normative, anthropological, sociological, and philosophical, to understand Islamic
teachings comprehensively (Kasman, 2021). The Islamic Religious Education
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curriculum aims to increase faith, piety, and practical knowledge through a well-
structured system of objectives, content, processes, and assessments (Nafisah, 2023).
Islamic education develops by combining technological advances while maintaining
the core values of Islam (Usiono, 2022). Projections in Islamic education involve future
planning, such as projecting the needs of lecturers to maintain program quality and
growth (Purnomo, 2021). By reflecting on current practices and projecting future needs,
Islamic education can adapt to modern challenges while maintaining its fundamental
values and principles. Reflection on current conditions shows that Islamic education
has great potential to be transformative if it can overcome internal weaknesses and
take advantage of external opportunities. Innovating teaching methods, improving
teacher training, and expanding access to quality education are essential.

Projections of the direction of Islamic education, namely (1) Technology
integration, namely integrating technology in the learning process to make education
more inclusive and efficient; (2) Curriculum development, namely compiling a
curriculum that is relevant to the needs of the times, combining modern science with
Islamic values; (3) Teacher capacity building, i.e., conducting continuous training
programs for teachers so that they can adopt innovative and exciting teaching methods;
(4) Global collaboration, i.e., increasing collaboration with international educational
institutions to exchange ideas and best practices; and (5) Increased awareness and
value education, namely emphasizing the education of moral and ethical values to
form individuals with integrity and contribute positively to society. With the right
strategy and commitment to continue to innovate, Islamic education can play an
essential role in shaping individuals and societies that are superior, characteristic, and
globally competitive.

Curriculum

Development Teacher

Capacity
Buildina

Projections of the
Direction of Islamic
Education Global
Collaboration

Technology

Integration

Raising Islamic
Awareness and
Education

Figure 1. Projections of the Direction of Islamic Education
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D. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

This article provides an in-depth analysis of Islamic education in the evolving
modern world. Islamic education has long been a fundamental aspect of Muslim
societies, shaping individual values, beliefs, and behaviours. However, to remain
relevant and transformative, Islamic education must adapt to changing times while
adhering to the basic principles handed down by the Islamic scholarly tradition. The
results of this study show that Islamic education faces significant challenges but also
has excellent development opportunities. Key challenges include a lack of innovation
in teaching methods, limited resources, and unequal access to quality education. On
the other hand, significant opportunities lie in technological advancements, increased
global awareness, and the potential for partnerships and collaborations with
international institutions.

Transformative Islamic education needs to integrate modern subjects such as
science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics (STEAM) within the
framework of Islamic education to equip students with the skills required in the
contemporary world. In addition, teaching methods must evolve from traditional rote
memorization to a more interactive and contextual approach, using information and
communication technologies to increase educational engagement and relevance. It is
essential to emphasize holistic development that includes students' intellectual,
spiritual, emotional, and physical growth. Islamic education must answer
contemporary social issues such as social justice, environmental sustainability, and
ethical leadership so that students can develop into responsible global citizens with
strong moral and spiritual integrity.

To achieve these goals, SWOT analysis suggests that Islamic education should
draw on internal strengths such as comprehensive teachings and solid spiritual values
while addressing weaknesses such as lack of innovation and limited resources. With
the right strategies, including technology integration, relevant curriculum
development, teacher capacity building, global collaboration, and an emphasis on
value education, Islamic education can play an essential role in shaping individuals
and societies that are superior, characteristic, and globally competitive. Thus, the
reflections and projections in this article provide a strong foothold for the further
development of innovative and transformative models of Islamic education, which are
relevant to the local context and able to compete at the global level. This article is
expected to make a real contribution to academic discussions on Islamic education and
encourage implementing more adaptive and transformative educational practices so
that Islamic education can continue to develop and adapt to the challenges and needs
of the times.
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